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Chine Loas
Missiles,

By FRED 8. HOFTMAN

Asgoviated Prass Saf[ Wriler
Red China is nearly & yo
jlate testing its first long ge
missiles, and Peatogon officials|W
say the lag may ollow the Uinit-
el Stals o put off ste
eontro W defense
tailored 1o the Chinese £

“We don't see any evidence of
Chinest: preparations for an
1CBM * one offieial sald.

Defense sources said the U8,
government - has information
that elements pushing Map Tse
Tung's sultural revolution haye
been harassing nuclear and mis-
sile scientis and manigiTs,

For u longtime, US hori-
ties felt that these elite speci-
alists were exempt from ¢ ittack
as China placed an apparent top
priority on developing an nter-
continental halm*.n& ‘oigsile
arsenal.

- In January 1967, then Secre-
> Robert 5. Me-
' £ to Congress
| that Red Clind might atage a
1long-range maissile ,.c‘vt hefore
the end of 1967.

McNmnara p[‘t‘dlm“d‘ ‘;L Sep-
tember that Red China would
lLiave “an initial intercontinental
ballistic missile apabﬂxw in
the early 1970s."

With a slippage of at lmv.t a

ear in testing t?‘c first Chin

CBM, it iz T
that the Chimese

et

o
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in 'E'esﬁ'mg
.S. Reports

op a full wmgan "Mem is lag-
p]nn‘

This, in turn, would sae
m':e the urgeney of going

with doployment soon of U‘%
systeny designed to puard the
Unitext Stal ¢ o possible
Chinese mis E

Gificials bdld tmm
some discussion in the I entag
of whether or not the Ewutu el
antimissile system deployment
siould be stretehed out.

Theré has been no change in
the decision to go ahead with th
$5 billion Sentinel, the
said, but the possi rlity
raised of deferring ils
‘some months. .

The discussions corae at a
fime when the Defense Do
ment is searching for
cut spending: this fiscal Wdr hy
%3 hilllon.

The cutbacks so {ar total only’ ¥
about $500 million.

The defense appropriation bdl
for this bookkeepirg > in-
cludes about 5324 millioa t m1..
deployment of the antin saile

3 bwn
art for

{system. Delays - usualiy mean

Iigher costs,

Talk - of @ possible delay in
starting the systom comesata
tigie when the administration is
still anxious, despite the Soviet

ol invasion of Crechoslovakia, fo
2| begin summit talis with Moscow

:ton cur bmg, the mlmlle ract,




